[Epidemiology and survival of cutaneous melanoma in Spain: a report of 552 cases (1994-2003)].
Studies on epidemiology and survival of patients diagnosed of cutaneous melanoma in our country are few. We described epidemiological, clinical, histopathologic and survival characteristics of patients diagnosed of cutaneous melanoma at Hospital Gregorio Marañón of Madrid during ten years (1994-2003). The incidence of melanoma has doubled in the last decade. An important proportion of melanomas continues to be diagnosed in advanced stages (III-IV; 14.5%). The following factors were associated with a poor global survival: Tumor thickness, ulceration, nodular type, masculine gender and age older than 65.